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Bold print indicates a unison reading

PRELUDE Street Corner Symphony

by, R. Thomas           Ricky Francese & Timothy Walton 

LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE  
We light this candle as a reminder that God is present with us. 

OPENING SONG            Come by Here Good Lord       Wilson Music Collective 

Refrain: Come by here, my Lord, come by here. Come by here, my Lord, come by 

here. Come by here, my Lord, come by here. Oh Lord, Come by here.   

WELCOME              Matthew May 

CALL TO WORSHIP        Liturgist, Angela Della Ventura 

O God, in the abundance of your steadfast love, 

Answer us. 

Rescue us from sinking in the mire; 

Deliver us from those who hate us, 

Answer us, O Lord, 

Out of the goodness of your love; in your great mercy turn to us. 

OPENING PRAYER 
Calgary Inter-Mennonite Church 
Holy One, known to us in many ways but still unknown to us, we are together, and 

we ask for your blessings as we rejoice as a community. 

Bless our pride together. May it also be a humble reflection of gratitude for who it is 

you have created us to be, each of us and us together. Bless our celebration that it be 

an expression of our joy in love and in health. Bless our laughter and let it be 

something that builds friendships and relationships. Bless our tears also and for the 

same reasons. If we encounter anyone who opposes us, bless them too. 



 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  

We humbly ask that fear and anger don’t find a voice today. We humbly ask that 

love gets the last word and the clearest expression. Bless our differences as a source 

of our strength and a sign of our respect for one another and our love for you. Bless 

those for whom it takes great courage to be here that they may feel the abundance of 

life in such a way that it’s no longer just words on a page. 

We feel that we are called to speak and to hear your vision of justice and of peace. 

Help us do that well and do it faithfully. Bless each one of us here today with your 

presence and our presence, one with another. You are faithful to us, we want to be 

faithful to you, to each other and to the community around us. Amen. 

HYMN #559             Here I am, Lord  

Verse 1: I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard my people cry. All who dwell in 

dark and sin my hand will save. I who made the stars of night, I will make their 

darkness bright. Who will bear my light to them. Whom shall I send? Refrain 

Verse 2: I, the Lord of snow and rain, I have borne my people’s pain. I have wept 

for love of them, they turn away. I will break their hearts of stone, give them hearts 

for love alone. I will speak my Word to them. Whom shall I send? Refrain. 

Verse 3: I, the Lord of wind and flame, I will tend the poor and lame. I will set a 

feast for them; my hand will save. Finest bread I will provide til their hearts be 

satisfied. I will give my life to them. Whom shall I send? Refrain 

Refrain: Here I am Lord. Is it I, Lord? 

I have heard you calling in the night.  

I will go, Lord, if you lead me.  

I will hold your people in my heart. 

PRAYER OF RECONCILIATION 
(All are invited to participate verbally in our prayer of reconciliation) 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 

word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We 

have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent, for the sake of your Son 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.  



 

 

  

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
One: Peace be with you. 

All: And also with you. 

PRAYERS OF GOD’S PEOPLE 
Please respond with  “Lord, hear our Prayer” 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth  

as it is in heaven. Give us this day, our daily bread,  

and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power 

and the glory forever. Amen  

PSALTER READING                                       Psalms 86:1-10,16-17 

Incline your ear, O LORD, and answer me, for I am poor and needy. Preserve my 

life, for I am devoted to you; save your servant who trusts in you. You are my God; 

be gracious to me, O Lord, for to you do I cry all day long. Gladden the soul of your 

servant, for to you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. For you, O Lord, are good and 

forgiving, abounding in steadfast love to all who call on you. Give ear, O LORD, to 

my prayer; listen to my cry of supplication. In the day of my trouble I call on you, 

for you will answer me. 

There is none like you among the gods, O Lord, nor are there any works like yours. 

All the nations you have made shall come and bow down before you, O Lord, and 

shall glorify your name. For you are great and do wondrous things; you alone are 

God. 



SCRIPTURE READING  Acts 2:14a, 22-32 

 

 

ANTHEM                       Come as You Are      

by, The Many           Wilson Music Collective 

*DOXOLOGY

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 

praise him all creatures here below; praise him above, you heavenly host, 

praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 
PRAYER OF GRATITUDE

 GATHERING OF OUR CHILDREN 

 SCRIPTURE READING                         Genesis 21:8-21 
 The child grew and was weaned, and Abraham made a great feast on the day that 
 Isaac was weaned. But Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, whom she had 
 borne to Abraham, playing with her son Isaac. So, she said to Abraham, “Cast out 
 this slave woman with her son, for the son of this slave woman shall not inherit 
 along with my son Isaac.” The matter was very distressing to Abraham on account 
 of his son. But God said to Abraham, “Do not be distressed because of the boy and 
 because of your slave woman; whatever Sarah says to you, do as she tells you, for 
 it is through Isaac that offspring shall be named for you. As for the son of the slave 

 woman, I will make a nation of him also, because he is your offspring.” So 

 Abraham rose early in the morning and took bread and a skin of water and gave it 

 to Hagar, putting it on her shoulder, along with the child, and sent her away. And 

 she departed and wandered about in the wilderness of Beer-sheba. 

When the water in the skin was gone, she cast the child under one of the bushes. 
Then she went and sat down opposite him a good way off, about the distance of a 
bowshot, for she said, “Do not let me look on the death of the child.” And as she 
 
sat opposite him, she lifted up her voice and wept. And God heard the voice of the 
 boy, and the angel of God called to Hagar from heaven and said to her, “What 
 troubles you, Hagar? Do not be afraid, for God has heard the voice of the boy 
 where he is.  



  Come, lift up the boy and hold him fast with your hand, for I will make a great 

nation of him.” Then God opened her eyes, and she saw a well of water. She went 

and filled the skin with water and gave the boy a drink. 

God was with the boy, and he grew up; he lived in the wilderness and became an 

expert with the bow. He lived in the wilderness of Paran, and his mother got a wife 

for him from the land of Egypt.  

*GLORIA PATRI
Glory be to the Father, 

and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end. Amen, Amen. 

SENDING OUR CHILDREN 

SERMON                          Water in the Skin

ANTHEM                 Kingdom  

 Rev. Cairn Neely           

Wilson Music Collective 

arr. by, D Galbraith 

BLESSING OUR CHILDREN

BENEDICTION   Rev. Michael Droege 

POSTLUDE        Born This Way   

by. S. Germanotta  Ricky Francese & Tracey Haskell  



You can call the office for Pastoral assistance at 

(908) 755-5020 or email admin@wilsonmemorialchurch.org

Our Pastor, Rev. Michael Droege, will be on leave until the end of June. In his 

absence, pastoral concerns will be attended to by Matthew May, 

our Lay Minister from Drew Theological School. 

Please contact Tina in our office and she will direct your concern. 

Rev. Michael Droege, Pastor 

Timothy Walton, Director of Music & Worship Arts 

Matthew May, Lay Minister 

Ricky Francese, Accompanist 

Pam Cox, Bell Choir Director 

Jacob Feldman, A/V Specialist 

Tina Kelly, Administrator 

Harold Kreis, Sexton 

The Rev. Barbara Peters, Pastor Emerita 

CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS 

How to Support the Work of Wilson Memorial Church 

In Service: You are invited to place your offerings in the plate at the 

back of the Sanctuary. 

By Mail: Gifts can be sent to the office at: 

7 Valley Road 

Watchung, NJ 07069 

Online: Use our secure giving portal by clicking the “Giving” link on our 

website; www.wilsonmemorialchurch.org 

Text-to-Give: Text WILSONCHURCH to (908) 460-8818 and follow the setup 

prompts for your first time. Once set up, you can simply text the gift amount to 

the above number. 

Follow us on social media @mywilsonchurch 

mailto:admin@wilsonmemorialchurch.org


The flowers that grace the Sanctuary today 

 are in loving memory of 

Fran Ellis from her family. 

Wilson Welcome Rev. Cairn Neely! 

The flowers in Fisher Hall are donated in honor of all Wilson Friends. 

‘Flowers on the Ridge’ by Kelly Friede. (908 766 6199) 

Board Briefs: 

• Congratulations to all 2023 graduates!

• The Board is pleased to announce their decision to keep Matthew on in a part

time capacity until year end 2023.

• Item Number 4 (Fisher Hall Windows) of the Building Renewal Project

announced last year is now complete. Further inspection

revealed that replacing the windows was not necessary and the costs came in well

below what was anticipated. Thanks go to our facilities team!

• The Board had their June retreat meeting which focused on how to implement the

results of the mission study; strategies to utilize our facilities to bring in revenue

and expanding our community outreach.

Massage Envy gift cards: Cards for a one-hour session in the Warren Branch will 

be available for a discounted price of $30 during coffee hour while supply lasts. 

Perfect for birthdays, Father’s Day or Graduation presents. 

VBS: Registration for VBS is underway. We are still looking for a few more 

assistants to add to our team. Contact the office or Kendal MacTaggart. 

Organ Donors: THANK YOU!! We have reached our organ donation goal! 

Our tip jar during coffee hour will continue to support our music program.   

Save the Date: Wilson Memorial Church invites you to save the date, September 

30th for the Fall Gala, A Season to Come Home. Donations for basket items are 

being accepted in the church office.  

For Prayer:  Joe Higgins, and his family 


